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Dear Friends, 

So far, this winter is for the birds! Lots of snow, or no snow. Too frigid temps, or too 
warm. Lots of sun, or cloudy. Polar vortex? Who is enjoying this? Raise your hand! 

All right, at least some of you are. 
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Junco 

  
This newsletter is for the birds too! It's almost time for the Great Backyard Bird Count 
(more below) and we want to highlight some plants to help you attract more of these 
creatures to your yard. We often find birds' nests in the trees and shrubs around the 
nursery and occasionally have to put the plants in reserve until the eggs hatch. Speaking 
of which, I think this mama Cardinal is looking for a hot date! She has her crest in top-
notch shape, and has her pretty plumage on rather than her duller summer colors. 
  

 

Mama Cardinal 

 
Reminder: we are still looking for contributions to the photo contest. Note that these 
do not have to be winter closeups of your plants. If you have a pretty landscape picture 
with one of the plants we sell at the nursery (check the website) somewhere in it, that 
counts. Keep them coming, open until March 15. 

At the nursery, the work doesn't stop in the winter. The deer and the animals still play 
(and eat) in the winter and we need to protect our plants from their forays. Some 
things are best pruned in the late winter when the leaves are off and the shape can be 
better seen so we are taking a look at what needs to be done. We are also reading all 
those fancy catalogs and thinking about getting our next orders placed. Plus we are 
packing for our annual trek to the wholesale nurseries out West to see what new 
goodies we can bring in for you. If you have something in mind, that you think you can't 

http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/
https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/


live without, give us a shout now. And we are getting ready for the new season, 
opening April 19th. 
 
In the meantime, make a big mug of hot chocolate, preferably with lots of whipped 
cream on top, bundle up in your blankets, peruse the website, and dream of the new 
things you will plant in your gardens come spring. We look forward to seeing you here 
at OGS then! 

 
Cheers, 

Al Pfeiffer, Owner 
Oriental Garden Supply 

  

 
Great Backyard Bird Count: 

It's almost time for the Great Backyard Bird Count! This is the 17th year for this fun and 
fabulous example of great citizen science. Sponsored by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology  and the Audubon Society, it brings together bird-watchers of all ages and 
skill levels across the world to gather information for a real-time look at where the birds 
are for one weekend in February - and February 14-17 is it! Count for as little as 15 
minutes on one day or for as long as you like. Take pictures of the birds, or of you and 
your family watching them, and submit them. Go to www.birdsource.org for more 
information! 

http://birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478
http://birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/


 

Downy Woodpecker 

  

In 2013, there were 34,512,432 birds counted across the globe. Whew! You can even go 
and see what birds are being counted in your own neighborhood in real-time! And if you 
aren't quite certain just what birds are in your backyard, go to their learning pages 
starting here or the ever-excellent online bird guide from Cornell here. 

http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/learning
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/Page.aspx?pid=1189


 

Cooper's Hawk (juvenile) 

"About 85 million Americans enjoy observing, photographing or feeding wild birds. 
Birding ranks 15th on a list of the most popular outdoor activities, just below bicycling 
and beach bumming, according to the most recent National Survey on Recreation and 
the Environment by the USDA's Forest Service." (USA Today)  
  



 

Carolina Wren 

For more citizen science bird-watching, participate in eBird or  Project Feeder Watch, or 
the BirdSpotter contest with new weekly themes through Feb. 24. 
   
  
Want to attract more birds to your yard?  Talk to us. We can point you in the right 
direction!   
  
  

 
Taking care of plants in winter: 

The ground is frozen now, we have a decent amount of snow, and all of your plants 
should be snoozing nicely. However, winter brings its own special problems to the 
forefront. 
  
Mulching - Some background: A plant's ability to withstand cold temperatures depends 
on the plant species, and how low and how fast temperatures decrease. When 
temperatures gradually decrease, a plant can acclimate, or adjust itself, to withstand 
colder temperatures better. Sudden decreases in temperature cause more damage in 
fall or early winter than similar low temperatures well into winter. If temperatures 
increase during the winter months, some plants may break dormancy, or deacclimate, 
and begin leafing out or even flowering. Plants that break bud dormancy become more 

http://ebird.org/
http://feederwatch.org/
http://feederwatch.org/birdspotter2013/


susceptible to late frost because of their new, tender growth. So, the idea with 
mulching is to keep newly transplanted plants cold and well insulated until it is time for 
them to wake up. A good amount of snow cover is actually good for them. Repeated 
freezing and thawing leads to frost upheaval which can be severe and damaging. If you 
are concerned, go out and put some more branches from your Christmas tree over your 
lovelies. 
  
Drying winter winds - Windy conditions cause plant damage by desiccation, or the 
drying out of the plant. Marginal, or leaf-tip, burn or totally brown leaves in severe 
cases characterize desiccation. Desiccation occurs when a plant loses more water than 
it absorbs, or takes up, by the roots, especially when the ground is frozen. Needled 
evergreens and broadleaf types like rhododendrons are particularly vulnerable to 
desiccation and winterburn. So, the idea here is to make sure our plants are well-
watered before the ground freezes and offer protection if needed.  
  
Plants and site selection - Proper selection of plants for our area is key, but sometimes 
there are microclimates on our properties where we can get away with placing 
somewhat less-hardy plants. Being aware of elevation, soil properties, canopy cover, 
proximity of structures or other plants, and covering or placing in a protected building 
over the winter will be helpful. 
  
Ice storm damage - This can, and does happen. Generally, deciduous trees will exhibit 
more damage than conifers. However, some, like birches, will usually take an ice storm 
in stride, bowing almost to the ground and then recovering after the event without any 
intervention. Firs and spruces, with branches that are flexible and mainly downward 
sloping to shed the snow, also tend to fare quite well. If their branches flow to the 
ground, each branch will help support the others above. If the branches are trimmed 
up high, then all bets are off. Younger trees, native trees, and properly pruned and 
maintained trees will emerge with less damage. 
  
Critter damage - Deer, rabbits, mice, moles, voles, what have you - they are hungry in 
the winter. Take a walk outside and check your plants. Telltale tracks and bite marks 
will tell you that you need to keep up with or place some effective deterrents. We've 
got Plantskydd at the nursery. 
  
Pruning - Generally, if you and your pruners can stand the cold, then so can the trees. 
Late winter, before the trees bud out or start their growth, is usually the best time. 
However, if you start some pruning work, be aware that pruning causes about a 10 day 
period of cold sensitivity and big cuts and branch tip cuts on young trees are the most 
hazardous for damage. Keep your eye on the forecast and if quickly plunging cold 
temperatures are predicted, then stop pruning at least 5 days prior to intense cold. Do 
you think this tree needs a little pruning? 
  

http://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/catalogsearch/result/?x=0&y=0&q=plantskydd


 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

If you have any questions about how to care for your plants in the winter, be sure to 
ask us! 
 
   

 

Plants for Winter Interest:   
  

Find out more about them by clicking on the picture to take you to our website. 
 
Have you thought about designing a winter garden? Or maybe incorporating some 
plants with features that will stand out in your gardens in the winter? Or do you 
prefer a flat sea of white when you look out of your windows in winter? 
 
A garden in winter can be somewhat more difficult to plan than a summer garden 
stuffed full of riotous color, but they offer a unique opportunity to be more 
intentional and thoughtful about our designs. Think about where you might want to 
place your garden or winter garden plants. An obvious place would be where you can 
see it/them from your windows. Or maybe you like to walk around your property in 
winter and have a less obvious destination spot to tuck your garden in. Against a 
white palette, color, texture, shape and form become more important. Think about 
incorporating tawny grasses, or plants with interesting bark or twisted branches, in 
addition to the many wonderful evergreens available. 



 
Plants with attractive plumes or dried flower heads like grasses and sedums or some 
perennials are not only attractive in the winter, but also offer sustenance in the form 
of seeds for the birds. People often clean up their gardens in the fall by cutting 
everything down to the ground. Why not try leaving some of the more interesting 
ones? 

 

Miscanthus 'Gracillimus' 

 
Or select plants that have berries or fruits that the birds love. 

https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/miscanthus-sinensis-gracillimus-35497.html


 

Robin on Crabapple 

 
Conifers of all shapes, sizes and colors are attractive in the winter landscape. They add 
color, structure, and texture regardless of the amount of snow cover and provide 
places for the birds to get in out of the cold and wind. 

 

https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/catalogsearch/result/?x=0&y=0&q=crabapple
https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/pinus-contorta-chief-joseph.html
https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/catalogsearch/result/?x=0&y=0&q=crabapple
https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/pinus-contorta-chief-joseph.html


Pinus contorta 'Chief Joseph' (Chief Joseph Lodgepole Pine) 

Consider brightly colored winter stems like those in the Cornus family flickering 
yellow, orange and red like Cornus stolonifera 'Arctic Fire' or Cornus sanguinea 
'Winter Flame' 

 

Cornus sanguinea 'Winter Flame' 

 
Or fabulous exfoliating bark. 

https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/cornus-stolonifera-arctic-fire-48644.htm
http://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/cornus-sanguinea-winter-flame-48640.html
http://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/cornus-sanguinea-winter-flame-48640.html
http://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/cornus-sanguinea-winter-flame-48640.html


 

Acer griseum (Paperbark maple) 

 
And if you want more inspiration, take a short drive and visit the Mullestein Winter 
Garden at the Cornell Plantations in Ithaca NY where winter has been amped up to 
the max! Then visit our website, pick out your favorites, and plan to enjoy them in 
your own garden next year. 
 

 
Upcoming & Ongoing 

Reminder about our Winter Photo Contest: Send in your pictures of a special plant 
you've purchased (or is included in the catalog on our website) showing its beauty in 
the winter. See that picture up there with the Carolina Wren? Those are river birch in 
the background and that picture would count. Or this one of a Heritage river birch bent 
to the ground after a snow storm. 

http://www.cornellplantations.org/
https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/
https://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/betula-nigra.html
http://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/betula-nigra-heritage-48480.html
http://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/acer-griseum-48369.html


  

Betula nigra 'Heritage' in winter 

 
The contest runs until March 15, 2014 so send them in! Here are the details: 

1. You may submit up to 3 pictures. 
2. All images must be in digital format only, jpg preferred, and more than 1MB, but 

less than 5MB in size. 
3. All images must be emailed to sales@orientalgardensupply.com with the 

subject line "Photo Contest." No prints or CDs will be accepted. 
4. Please include some information about the plant(s), including name and cultivar 

and, if known, age or when it was purchased.  
5. Amateur photographers only. 
6. Prizes will be awarded to the top 3 pictures and will be announced in our Spring 

2014 Newsletter. 

   
Poll: We will be sending out a link to an online poll to ask your opinions on various 
things. Things like, do you use Facebook? where do you see our ads? why do you come 
to OGS? why don't you come to OGS? Do you use our coupons? Do you buy Groupons, 
or Amazon Local, or . . . ? However, feel free to shoot us an email at any time with 
whatever thoughts you might want to share.   
 
Preorders:  Time is closing for you to preorder something and have it delivered to the 

mailto:sales@orientalgardensupply.com
mailto:sales@orientalgardensupply.com
http://www.orientalgardensupply.com/index.php/betula-nigra-heritage-48480.html


nursery on our incoming trucks in the spring. Give it some thought and let us know 
what you are thinking about soon.  
 
Don't forget about the GBBC on February 14-17. Participation is free and open to anyone, 
anywhere in the world.  
 
Opening day at the nursery will be Saturday, April 19th. See you in the spring!  

 
     

 

 

Closed until April 19th, but call or email us if you have something in mind. 

 

448 W. Bloomfield Rd. 

Pittsford, New York 14534 

phone:  585-586-3850 
fax: 585-586-8945 

email:  sales@orientalgardensupply.com  
  

  www.orientalgardensupply.com   
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